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Work Up North
In November I mentioned that we would be "restarting" our English as a
Second Language outreach to our community in Parc-Extension. I'm praying
that this will become a larger outreach to the 20,000 "New Canadians" in our
area over time. The SELC District has generously approved our request for an
evangelism grant to help with start up costs, as well as publicity and the
purchase of bibles and catechisms to hand out. I was able to attend the joint
east and south circuit meeting January 22 and 23, where we endorsed our
congregation's motion to the District Convention to partner more intentionally
with the Lutheran Church – Canada on mission work in Quebec.
This past Sunday Ascension also approved the call to Rev. Marco Jacobsen to
serve as an associate pastor with us. This will be a tremendous help as I
continue my work "down south." Pastor Jacobsen is fluent in Portuguese,
Spanish, French and English and I believe the Lord has sent him to Montreal at
just the right time.
In the coming days I hope to start a new weekly devotional email to use with
the many visitors who come to our Facebook page and website looking for
truth and knowledge about God. You will also be able to sign up; I will send the
information when it's ready.

Work Down South
I spent ten days in the south this month, making trips to Puerto Rico, the
Dominican Republic, and Jamaica. In each place we saw good forward
movement on the Lord's work in those countries.
In Puerto Rico, I installed Mr. William Torres and Mr. Gustavo Maita for service
as Disaster Response Coordinators out of Mayaguez. They are now distributing
over 100 bags of basic supplies to those still struggling with the after effects of
Hurricanes Maria and Irma, while praying with and sharing the Gospel with the
recepients of those bags. We also made a bid for a new disaster center for
Mayaguez, which was accepted that afternoon.
In the Dominican we had three productive days of regional team meetings,
setting the strategic plan and budget for Latin America and the Caribbean for
the next year or two. We continue to find and pray for ways to do more with
less.
Last, in Jamaica, I preached for, played piano at, and dedicated the new
ministry centre in Halfway Tree, an inner-city neighborhood of Kingston.
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Mission Moment
I've been excited to see mission
moments in three different
countries over the last month. In
Jamaica we had a number of
young men and women and
children return to St. Andrew's
Lutheran Church after long
absences, drawn back for the
dedication of a new permanent
ministry facility. We pray these
new, old faces will help us
continue to grow our mission in
Kingston and beyond.
In Puerto Rico one grandmother
opened doors to dozens of
homes in her community in
Mayaguez. This has led to a slow
but steady increase in worship
attendance at Principe de Paz.
Pastor Schuller already has a
number of people in worship in
Ponce after only three weeks of
services.
Here in Quebec, we are seeing
an increase in visitors from the
neighborhood. We hope that
will continue with the restart of
our ESL program next week. Our
young adult bible study is close
to outgrowing our space
downtown. I've also been having
more email conversations with
seekers coming by our websites.
Opportunities to proclaim the
Gospel continue to abound!

A Picture's Worth of Words...

Top Left: Service of dedication of the new ministry centre in
Kingston, Jamaica. Bottom Left: A light moment during regional
team meetings in Santiago, D.R.. Top Right: Shairng the joy with
Abasifreke Ite in Jamaica. Middle Right: Installating Mr. Torres and
Mr. Maita in Puerto Rico. Bottom Right: Sharing the Lord's Supper.

Prayer Concerns
For my dad, who is taking medicine for advanced renal cancer, that
the Lord would watch over him and us in these days;
For those who sacrifice financially for the sake of Christ's mission,
that the Lord would bind us together in His work and give us joy;
For the new ministry centre and disaster response centres in the
Caribbean, that the Lord would use them for His glory and to His
purposes.

Support this Work
You can donate online at lcms.org/givenow/stonge. Or
you may send a cheque, payable to The LCMS, to the
addresses below. Include St-Onge – LAC in the memo line.
Mission Central
40718 Highway E16
Mapleton, IA 51034
The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod
P.O. Box 66861
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861

