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March 23-28 

The Word of the Lord Grows 

Forty Day Lent Devotions 

Ask of me, and I will make the nations your her-

itage, and the ends of the earth your possession. 

Ruth 2:8-13  Matthew 15:12-28 



Go show your love to your wife again, though 

she is loved by another man. 

March 23, 2020 Read Hosea 3:1-5 

God’s Word recognizes an ideal of marriage. Jesus’ love for 

His church is sung out in Ephesians 5 and the finale of Revela-

tion. His faithfulness goes well beyond any parting of death!  

When Jesus delivers teaching on divorce, He says, “Not eve-

ryone can accept this word, but only those to whom it has been 

given” (Matt. 19:11). Jesus allowed for divorce in cases of adul-

tery, but Hosea had a higher call. Hosea was to buy back his 

wayward bride just as Jesus’ blood would redeem us.  

Roman soldiers returning from battle were given horns to 

celebrate their success. What was at first a trophy instead be-

came a symbol of adultery. Calling the horns a cuckold’s trans-

forms the trophy into a joke on the boastful. The cuckold cele-

brates distant victories while at home another man plowed his 

field. 

Cuckold jokes abound precisely because of the deep anguish 

of adultery. Betrayal from the one who has been closest to you 

can be exceedingly hard to forgive. Jokes keep us from contem-

plating too closely this pain. 

But for a moment, brothers and sisters, we tarry over this 

misery. For Hosea foretells that Jesus bore this anguish. Our 

idolatries are adulteries again and again, against One who en-

trusts Himself entirely to us, who loves us more deeply than we 

have loved. Let us consider this weight, for He who has been for-

given much can love much (Luke 7:47). 

To evangelize, some preach; some travel far; some learn new 

languages; but we all evangelize by forgiving. Hosea forgave 

what many feel they cannot. In Christ, under the power of His 

cross, knowing what He has forgiven, we can forgive powerfully. 

  - Rev. Daniel Guagenti 
 

We pray 

Lord, open our eyes to Your great forgiveness and love, that we may love 

and forgive greatly in return. In Jesus’ Name. Amen.. 

March 28, 2020 



Matthew 15 begins with the Pharisees and scribes complain-

ing about the disciples and how they didn’t keep all the customs 

of Israel. In response, Jesus speaks to how sin, not breaking cul-

tural customs, actually defiles a person. He leaves the Jewish 

lands and heads towards Tyre. There, Jesus comes across a Ca-

naanite woman from that region, and when she begs Him for 

help, Jesus is silent. 

Jesus’silence poses a question for the disciples. What sort of 

Jesus do you want? Do you want the Jesus who has love and 

compassion for all, or do you want the Jesus who just follows 

our local cultural customs? Because if you were a “good” Jewish 

man following the traditions of the elders, you wouldn’t dare 

talk to a foreign woman. Or if you had, you’d be brusque and 

rude. So do you like the role that Jesus plays here, disciples? 

The woman knows. She has faith. She isn’t interested in cus-

tom or her rank or status. Call me a little dog; that’s fine! That’s 

great, in fact, because I’m Your little dog, Jesus, and You will 

make sure I get fed! With joy, knowing that she understands and 

that her faithfulness has taught the disciples a lesson that the 

Pharisees and scribes had forgotten, Jesus heals her daughter. 

Instead of worrying about where we fit in society, or our so-

cial standing, or what everyone thinks about us, our focus is to 

be upon this: Christ Jesus blesses and redeems us. We are not 

saved by what the world thinks of us, or by what we do, or what 

anyone thinks of us. We are saved by Christ alone. 

  - Rev. Eric Brown 
 

 

 

 

 

 

We pray 

Defend us, O LORD, from worrying about what the world thinks of us. 
Help us to focus upon all the good blessings of body and soul that we re-
ceive from Your generous hands. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 

But He did not answer her a word.  

March 27, 2020 Read Matthew 15:12-28 

Daniel is one of the most famous prophets in the Bible; most 

people are familiar with his ordeal in the lion’s den. Many, 

though, are not aware that the only qualification Daniel had for 

being chosen for his position in the king’s service was that he 

was a good-looking boy who had an aptitude to learn. Despite 

the fact that he had been kidnapped from his family and made 

an indentured servant to a foreign power, Daniel submitted to 

the new authorities. He strove to learn and excel under his mas-

ters. At the same time, Daniel kept faith with the One True God.  

He regularly prayed openly towards Jerusalem, even when it 

was a crime to do so.  

Daniel is an excellent example of how a Christian serves 

faithfully in the world. When the king’s anger was aroused 

against the Magi for failing to interpret a dream, Daniel did not 

hesitate to request an audience before the king. He trusted that 

the Lord would provide and did not fear to put his life on the line 

for his fellow Magi. The Lord did provide, as he shared with 

Daniel both the king’s dream and its interpretation.   

While we have no promise that the Lord will always provide 

in such a spectacular fashion, we can trust that He is our ever-

present help in time of need.  Daniel understood that, as a child 

of God, he was called to serve his earthly lord and care for his 

fellow Magi. Everyone one of us, like Daniel, has the privilege to 

bring the Word of God to the people with whom we work and 

live every day. Like Daniel, we share God’s love through our var-

ious callings. We are in the world to serve our neighbor in love, 

as God has served and loved us through His Son. 

 - Rev. William G. Sabol 
 

 

We pray 

Prayer:  Lord, You are the Light of the World. Help me to shine forth Your 
love to all whom I encounter, that by Your grace, they may come to know 
You as their Lord and Savior. Amen. 

Thus Daniel continued until the first year of 

King Cyrus. 

Read Daniel 1:8-21 March 24, 2020 



Yet for your sake He became poor. 

March 25, 2020 Read 2 Corinthians 8:1-9 

What do you expect to learn when you read the letters of the 

apostles? There is much to be learned from them about Christ 

and His sacrifice. Paul, Peter, James and John write about our 

conduct as Christians among each other and in the world. The 

letters also contain much that is useful for sharing the faith. Did 

you realize that many of the letters are also fundraising appeals?  

Romans, for example, was written in part to generate sup-

port for mission work in Spain (Rom. 15:24). The letter to the 

Philippians has a strong fundraising component (Phil. 4:18). The 

same is true of today’s reading from 2 Corinthians. Paul urges 

the Corinthians to remain generous—and holds up the churches 

in Macedonia as an example for them to follow. 

The mission of the church relies on the generosity of Chris-

tians. What we have received from the Lord physically, we share 

with the Church on account of what Christ has given us spiritu-

ally. Missionaries need to eat, sleep somewhere, get from place 

to place, and provide for their families. Without generous do-

nors, missionaries cannot proclaim the grace of our Lord Jesus 

Christ to those who have not yet heard. 

Paul motivates the Corinthians with a reminder of what 

Christ has done for them. Our rich Lord took on the poverty of 

our sin so that His riches might become ours. For all eternity, 

Christ bears in His body the wounds that saved us. Should we 

not, then, also be willing to sacrifice so that others, too, may 

live? Jesus showed us grace—undeserved kindness. Mission 

work is the most beautiful passing on of that grace to others. 

We strive, as Christians, to excel in faith, in speech and in 

knowledge. Let us also strive for generosity, so that the love we 

have for Christ might be shown to be genuine and not merely 

self-serving. 

  - Rev. Charles St-Onge 
 

We pray 

Father, cause the same love that You have for us to live in our hearts by 
the power of Your Spirit, whom You sent forth from Your Son. Amen. 

What kind of reward do we deserve for our acts of mercy? 

Some say, “One good turn deserves another,” meaning that 

when we do a favor for someone, this earns us a favor in return. 

Reading the story of Ruth, Naomi, and Boaz, you might think 

the acts of mercy being done here earn the mercy of God:  a fa-

vor earned by a favor. 

But this is not the full story. The error is to think that God’s 

mercy only comes after everyone else has been merciful—as 

though God were rewarding Ruth, Naomi, and Boaz for being 

nice to each other. Actually, God’s act of mercy comes first. 

The story begins in tragedy. Naomi’s husband and two sons 

die. But God takes care of Naomi by giving her Ruth, the faithful 

daughter-in-law. When Ruth travels with Naomi back to Israel, 

God is at work. When Naomi and Ruth arrive in Israel, God pro-

vides Boaz to take care of them. Again, God is at work through 

Boaz. In God’s greatest act of mercy, He provides a child to Ruth 

and Boaz, who would be an ancestor to Jesus (see Matthew 1:5.)  

Looking at the entire story, we see God at work the whole 

way—not merely rewarding good works, but using the compas-

sion of Ruth for Naomi, and the compassion of Boaz for Ruth, as 

His own acts of mercy for each of them. Their acts of mercy are 

really God’s acts of mercy. 

When you do good for the people you care about, God is at 

work. And when others do good for you, God is at work. The fa-

vor is already done, the reward is already given.  

- Rev. Jonathan Mueller 
 

 

 

 

 

 

We pray 

Merciful Father, You serve us through the acts of mercy done by the peo-
ple around us. Help us to see You at work in their mercy to us, and our 
mercy for others.  In Jesus’ Name, Amen.  

The LORD repay you for what you have done, 

and a full reward be given you by the LORD!  

Read Ruth 2:8-13 March 26, 2020 


